‘Tales of the Past’ is an exhibition which

records and communicates the relationship between
people, space and their community as remembered
by older members of the local community.
The aim of the project for students is to understand
how and why some places and spaces make an
impact on people’s lives eg;
1. Memories of places and spaces
2. Sights, smells, sounds, textures of spaces and
places
3. Memories of people that made places
(characters)
4. Activities in spaces (markets, bars, parks,
gardens etc)
5. Street scenes
6. Events that marked time
7. Moving through the community (bikes, cars,
walking etc.)
8. Places for congregation and play
Landscape and Garden design students from SCD
met with the active retirement group from Dun
Laoghaire in the Boylan Centre, Dun Laoghaire to
discuss and record their memories of their past and
the landscape they grew up in.

About the projects
Each student has created their own interpretation of
the experiences of the active retirees growing up as
follows: -

This project represents ‘How times have changed’ in
Dun Laoghaire’s places and spaces.
David Gallaher in conversation with
Phil McDonald and Maeve Mellon.

David Kelly in conversation with Noel Ormsby.

“This project represents the impact corporate
ownership and parking restrictions has had on
shops on Georges Street in Dun Laoghaire”.

“This project represents how values have changed
through the ages - be it good or bad”.
Robert Murray in conversation with Billy Byrne
and George Mooney.

Anne Whelan in conversation with Gabrielle
Tinney, Phil McDonald and Maeve Mellon.

“This project represents the Constants and the
Changes in the landscape of Dun Laoghaire.
The larger pebbles of the artefact represent the
changable elements of the landscape and the water
represents the sea which is a constant”.

“This project represents the changes in cinemagoers
experiences over the past 60 years in Dun
Laoghaire”.
Alpha Lawless in conversation with
Margaret McCarthy.

Gavin Mathews in conversation with
Fergus O’Connor.

The Boylan Centre
Meeting with the active retirement group

“This project represents the modes of transport to
places with fond memories of Margaret’s youth in
Boyle, Co. Roscommon”.

Michel Luka in conversation with
Jenny O’Connor.

“This project represents the transformation from
Meadow to City”.
Colette Lemaire-Brady in conversation with 		
Billy Byrne and George Mooney.

“My project is an audio/visual presentation
(documentary movie) based on the interview
conducted with three members of the Active
retirement group DLR, Mrs Josephine Butler, Mrs
Joy Bowmer and Mrs Angela Byrne. Documentary
has narrative character, where interviewees bring
to life some places and experiences that they
encountered long ago. It (the project) doesn’t have
purpose to criticize or compare present and past,
but to be a simple reminder of different times and
different values”.
Walter O’Toole in conversation with
Phil McDonald and Maeve Mellon.

“Both men thought that many of their happy
memories are linked with the many ballrooms of
Dun Laoghaire and Blackrock in the late 1940’s and
in the early fifties.

Speaking to Phil and Maeve, I learnt that some
of their memories focus on spaces, buildings and
modes of transport whichno longer exist or have
changed dramatically.

The artefact produced is communicating the idea
that ballrooms were an indispensable space in a very
segregated society. These ballrooms were helping
men and women to meet each other, nevertheless
dancers had to respect many strict rules” .

My exhibit ‘Wave of Change’ tries to capture these
dramatic changes.

Milan Orlovic in conversation with
Josephine Butler, Joy Bowmer and Angela Byrne.
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